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9] vunged down the ravine an agal nd went b
£ @ OME Idea of What It Means to Face a Savage pishandidown.the ravin and oy b, 403 wene br
| Little Creature That Knows No Fear and Has the

the first ery from the terrler they let their blg volces
speak and came leaping high over the undergrowth,

[ canght the sound of a ernshing fn the bush to the

clght as If several large animals were running

Power of a Donkey Engine Behind Its Razor Like Tusks owre on parael acks and it was soon ovsions that

Caught a Limb J im and
Swinging Out of the Way of the Mad-
dened Animal

BY DERESLEY MORTON.

(Copyrichy, 1910, by the New York Heranld Co. Al rights resarved))

HEN (he great navigator and explorer, Cap-

\J’f taln Cook, wade his bistorie voyages in the
/ / sonthern latitudes be earried a quantity of
live stock for food Among the animals were

some large English bhogs, and a few of these

were landed on North Island of the New Zeatand do-
In one bundred
sonrs the stock bas undergone a great change, has re-
ferted to a state even wilder and fiercer than the orlg

ninion and escaped Into the forest.

nal one, perbaps, and makes the finest of big game.
Fhe white bushmen of the North Island call these
hogzs “Captalo Cooks” or * r:l./.orhn-:ks," and the Maorl:
game them “rongotntes.”

Good luick only kept me from being ripped to pleces
by one of them in one of the hunts In which I partlcl-
pated in 1902 in the Taranall distriet, and I acqulred
L very wholesome respect for them as game fighters
wd dangerous opponents.

l}oth male and fewmwale develop curved tusks
‘hat are both longer and sharper than those of the
'mmous wild boars of Europe, northern Afriea and
lndia, and the beasts are larger, more rangy and are
swilter. 1 bave the tusks of the one which nearly did
for e and my horse and they measure seven and one-
balf{ inches on the cutside, while I have seen them
wounted on the bablliments of Maorl tobhunga or
nrivsis when they measured nine luches.

While 1 the shoat age
Lo rip up roots, turn over stones, toss aside small fallen

the wild hog Is compelled

trees and do other things that give him access to ants,
sualls, nuts, fungl and other food, and thls use de
velops the inclsors in the lower jaw till even a two-
year-old will have very presentable arms of offence
and defence. .

The older boars and sows, following some natural
nstlner, grind out the Ilnner sides of the triangular
tips of the tusks until o

o points are as sharp as the

poluts of ¢ blades and the edges of Lthe cround

portion bave a cutting capacity that s amazing.  Put
wo or three hundred pounds of ferocious brawn he-
ind a pair of tusks ground out in this fashion and
he hunter faces 1 very dangerous brute

Though little known to the outside world, the spart-
1z New Zealanders nre ver
ow and then expert “‘plg «tickers' from Indie or from
Eypt or the Soudan, for the most part Hritish army
Acers, o to New Zealond to try the sport. [ have
aver heard one of them fail to ndmit that the Captaln
ook of North Island Is the prince of them ail in a
zht

Flfty years ago these pigs were found all over (he
sland, from latitude 34 south to 40 south. but the
eitlers are driving them away from the plantations
fhe Maoris have been eating great quantities of thewy
or food, and every tlme a big tract 1s made the sul™
Ject of lnmbering operations the first thing the bush-
wmen ace called upon to do 18 to drive the rongotutes
away. It s not pleasant to have a peaceful gang of
laborers armed only with saws and axes called upon o
fight two or three beasts of donkey engine power urmed
around the froot with hooked daggers. The result is
that the plgs have retreated slowly to the vast tracts
of virgln bush in and about Mount Egmout, in the
Tarannki district, o the Kalmanawa of the Howkes
Buy country, In the Raukumara of the Wala 'u dls-
trict, around the great Lake Caupa and In the region
from Mongonul In the extreme north, south te Ota-
matea.

The hunting which I most enjoyed was in the wlil-
derness of Taranak!, on the eastern slopes of Mount
Eguwont, between New Plymouth and Stratford. One
can always find a Captain Cook there and one can
always get a bard ride and a good fight.

ond of this sport and

Comrades of the Fray.

The first requisite 13 a strong, flcet horse that la
willlng to break hls peck If you are wllling to break
yours, and the second s a pig hating dog. The aver-
nge fox dog or bouand will turn tail Lefore a Captaln
Cook, and the wolf and deer hounds are ensy vietims
for the tuska.  Sporting dogs are none too plentiful In

New Zoaland and it te rather enetly 1o Imnort does ta

be slashed up In the bush, so the mongrel the bush-
men eall a cattle dog Is the best. e s the slze of a
collle, but has a short coat and a long nose that Is
quite blunt at the end. What his origin was I cannot
imagzine, but this dog 18 the one that the sbeep men
are using more than any other.

The suppositlon Is that firearms are not used against
the plgs because Lthat would be unsportsmanlike, but
I think that the truth Is that the bushmen discovered
that firearms were far less effective than the spear
It would be a won-
derful shot who counld hit in a vital spot a charging

that every plg hunter now uses.

boar surrounded by dogs with such a percentage of
certainty that he would not get ripped up In short
order

In the first place, the death Is nearly always in a
dense thicket, at very close quarters, where firearms
are not nearly so convenlent as steel blades, and
where shooting from cover is almost Impossible,

The standard weapon, therefore, is the turuhi or
short spear made by lashing a bushman's slasher to
a cholece staff six feet In length. The steel Is about
fifteen inches long sod has the welght thrown foward
the tip, which turns np with the same hook seen In a
Turkish slipper. These are the knives with which a
Maorl will Gght bis way throngh miles of bush. There
skilled knlfe man

are seveoa cuts that the Uses 1

making a path, and so peenliar is the poelse of the
slasber that bushmen are very frequently the vietims
of aceidental cuts from their own kniy Csgy

Tbe day of my best fight we were up before dawn
had stopped

brealfast of hot

riding awayv from the little pa where woe

the night before after a kumara
cakes and komeke dough made from the dried and
powdered fern root, washed down with excellent tesn
from onr owp canisters,

In addition to the three of us who had made up onur
party in Wellington there were four Maori bushmen
on foot and three dogs—two of (he cattle dog sort
and ooe smaller mongrel derrier. The Captaln Cool
has a very peculiar odor, which even nostrils dulled
by civillzatlon can make out caslly at some distance,
¢ven long after the pig has passed. Some sheepmen
had reported the day before thal tbhere were several
on the slopes of a spur gome miles off to the north

We pleked our way out of the environs of the pa,
watcbed by the several scores Maorl luhabitants of
the place, till we were beyond the kumary tlelds and
bad struck the maln trad) up the mountaln, Just as
the sup was coming up old Waha-uul, the chief gulde,
drew his mwat back from bis left shoulder and polsed
bis slusher as he stood on tptoe, peering forward oy er
the uwodergrowth for When he

had settled on our course be began to cut a path and

an objective point,

It was amazlng to see the progress he made. We
walked our horses slowly bebiod bim il at last bhe
led us nto o great glude, a “cloaring,” that had been
cuused by sowe Lorest fire two or three years before
Here we went forward and upward rapidly for a half
mile and then one of the younger men stepped to the
front and began to carve out a wall that led o au-
other clearing.

Seeking the Captain Cook.

Now we extended slightly, the Maoris taking the
Onuks with the dogs working before us. 'erbaps
for half an hour we forged ahead, at tlmes entirely
lost to slght of cach other, and then suddenly old
Wabha-nuol stopped, lifted his head aod began to snlff
and almost at the sawe jostant the mougrel terrier
Fave tongue and was off to the left. On my right
was a bad ravine and my friends were on the other
<fde of 1t The eattle dogs were with them, but at

s
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once more and I eould mount and ride. In a little
while we were close on the dogs, and, following the
custom, I dismonnted, tethering my horse to the 1imb
of a tree and proceeding on foot with my spear.

My heart gave a great bound when I topped n rock
and saw, in a sort of corner formed by a great hurned-
off tree and Its stump, a magnlficent tusker at bay.
He was faclng the three dogs, his hind quarters in the
colgn of advantage, and was making short charges at
first one and then the other. One of the hig dogs had
a bad gash in his shounlder and was bleeding pro-
fusely. It was beautiful to see the lightning like
swing of the boar's head as he made his little rush
and upward thrust to drive one of his curved lvory
daggers into a dog. The very action expressed the
power of the blow and gave a forecast of the execu-
tlon If ne struck hig mark fairly.

The Maori behind me was erying some Instructions
in bls natlve tongue, but I did not heed him; Instead,
swinging my spear Into readiness, I advanced to In-
vite the charge which would give me my opportunity
to plange the long blade Into the partleular spot he-
hind the head that would give the game its quietns,
What the Maorl was saying, as [ afterward learned,
was for me to pick my tree to climb before I made
my thrust.

The Wicked Little Pig.

Now the rongotute saw his new enemy, and, with
a wlcked little ery of rage. he charged, so swiftly and
so viclously that he eaught the terrier hefore the dog
conld sidestep, and bowled him out of the way, but
in 8o doing diverted hlmself and shot by between e
and the Maorl, golng stralght for my horse. T'he poor
helpless animal lunged back to tear loose, but the
spring of the branch gave him no chance of a breaking
jerk on the strap. Striking to rip the horse’s flank,
the boar plunged into the combat, but knocked the
borse's legs from under him and for an instant the
two rolled together In the gruss. The elasticity of
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Qulckly as I leaped to one side, the point of his tyay
caught my puttee on the right koee with the danger.
ons upward thrust, and I felt the Ivory cdge graze my
flesh, while the ripping, tearing blow hurled we furthey
ant of bis path, and T fell on my face, scrambling to
my feet and up on the stump jnst as he came back ag
m.-‘ with lowered head, The dogs saved me. for Wahg,
nul, though he had dropped to the ground, was not
near eyough.  They fell on his flanks aod though ha
ald not turn away from me I had a chance to leap ta

recover my spear. Waha-nul wag
with great vigor and between (lmes

the ground and
sayving “ki-tao" ;
shouting Inetrnctions to me to drive the spear lLome
this time even If I did not strike the vital spot.

By manoeuvring around the stump I got a posltion
where the big fellow could charge me in a short dis.
tance only and he lost no time lu freeing bimself from
the dogs and making the effort

Shaking himself like a dog, be lowered his head and
plunged. Bracing myself. T suddenly lowered the
point of the turuhl and felt the heavy shock as |t
struck him deep in the very spot for which I had
almed.

Eyen so, before he fell T was forced back two paces
and the lashings of the slasher were o hadly gprung
that it was of no more nse to me that day. ut the
big fellow was dead. though the dogs, my horse, Wahn.
nul and I all bad had a very close call fromn his ivories

A Terrifying Charge.

A lttle Iater Captain Mylesing bad a terrible en.
counter in Maungataniwa, with a far less forfunate
ending. He and Tuatini, a younger cousin of Wiha
nul, were hoth mounted and were riding Irome a!lm
close of a bunt in which the pariy had beceome Seat.
tered. They were hurrying, as they wished to get hnto
good going ground before darlk eame down, and tho
tired dogs were trotting to heel. The scent of rongo-
tute came strongly from the left, where there was a
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1 Had Missed Him
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my best speed could not equal that which the game
aud the dozs were making. Strealght up the slope
Went the chase, with my friends halloing in the vear
a5 Lhey sought a place to round the ravine. Now the
plgs bhad gone aver the ridge aod the nolse of the dogs
wus zrowing fainter. 1 pnt spurs to my horse and
leaned low over the pommel of my English cross coun-
try <addle as I shot nnder the low boughs of the trees
only raising my head fo get the proper seat when
my horse took falien logs and clumps of rocks.

I had struck a trai! and my horse was as glad as
I to bod clear golng mad half hour's
ride with the constant danger of having mwy bralos
knocked out agalnst the Hmb of an ov erhanging tree
or of being burled agalnst a trunk If 1 lost my seat
in the jumps. When I reached the crest the dogs
had cornered a Captaln Cook about 8 mile down the
other slde of the slope and I shot ahead.

It was a mad

Now the
riding was something to make a man's balr rise when
he thinks of It fu cold Llood, but with the fever of
the chase In hfs velns a hunter will many
chances and tbhink npothing of them. I remember
thinklng of the difference between such a chase and
the tame Tiding through the grass and brakes after
plgs In other lands, where one'overtakes the anlmal
and stoops and laneces [t or cuts short Its career wlith
a rapler or sabre,

In a short time the growth blocked the way. The
dogs and the pigs had gone through with scearcely les-
sened speed, but [ wondered how they had done it

take

[ was hard at work with my slasbher making a way
for myself to the scene of conflict, when one af tho

AMaorls came up ang together we took tuarns In ent
ting our way throuch to a point where he eonld ryp
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the limb belped the horse l:';’ regain his feet and he
leaped aslde from a short « harge, giving the dogs tmo
Lo get at the plg's faonk, and ove of the cate dogs
buried his tecth In the high rump, causing the gawe
to turn and charge. The dogs got out of the way and
the big tusker weunt crashing on down the HJn-pn," By
this tlme two others of the Maorls bad arrlved and
one of my friends was gnlloplng up

I found my horse uninfured, but very nearly un-
manageable from fright, and I mounted and lm.»I: up
the chase once more. It was at least a balf hour of
Terrifie riding before the dogs brought the pig to bay
once more.  This tUme [t was against the base of a
low cliff with a wall of undergrowth before it. ‘The
Muaoris were not up, and, though 1 w as very tired by
this time, 1 set to work to cut through to ?rhr \l--p-'.
Barely had I got into the open space before the ellf

when old Waba-nul appeared, and thls ume | Lol the

It was well that 1 did
0. We advanced to the attack together, be a lttle to
the rear, Separating to go around a stump, we came
within the range of the wicked Ttk
boar, buslly feuding off the dogs
darted for Wuha-nul
lenped Into the

cautlon to pick owt my tree

eyes of the
Like a belt he
and the Maori, for all bis age,
alr Uke n monkey, caught a limb Just
above Lim and swung up out of the way just as the
maddened animal shot under hlm.

The force of the charge burled the boar In a mass of
very thick vioes and the dogs were 4t him instantly
With a qguickness and power that won my admiratlon

he tore free from bis entanglement and whirled on

them, only to find me fac g him
On he came with a grunt of rnge. My

turuhi slid
along his shounlder. T kad missed!

the Constant Danger of Having

My Brains Knocked Qut Against the
Limb of an Overhanging Tree

deep bay among the papa rock. The dogs plunge. Iu
at opce, and it was apparent in a few sceonds' thoe
that the bay was a blind bole and the quarry was
corpered before §t had had any chance whatever 0
run. Tethering thelr horses, they cut thelr way more
or l2ss easlly Into the bush and found that the place
where the plgs bad been was a sort of natural amphl
theatre save In wet weather, when It was filled with
the waters of a torvent that at thls tlme was no more
than a trlckling stream runnlog fn a fall over the
rocks at the back. IFrom the signs more (han one plg

Liad been stirred, and It was not long before a young

boar and n gow were made out moving along the

rocks in the fringe of bush trying to find an outlet or &
pluoce where they could climb the sides ¢f the bay.

Captain Myleslng Instructed the Maorl to take the

one while he took the other, and, cutting thelr way,
they advunced, consta ntly ready for the cbarge. The
bour cume first, and Mylesing speared him plcely, no-
ticing ns he did <o that the dogs were plunging and
lunging In the bush to the left of him. He was just
about to withdraw hls spear when there was a terrific
charge from a big old pig who had been In the
sbhadow. The Maorl was busy with the sow and was
Sowme (fty feet away., The charge caught the otticer
eotirely unprepared aod the boar's tusk, catching bim
In the thigh ripped bim up to the walst and hurlel
hlm to the ground. He got to his feet, snatebed the
spear from the body of the frst boar and tried to get
the big plz on the return charge, but be was upable to
act with sutlicient gqulckness in bhis wounded state and
In a moment more was face down on Lhe rocks with
another terrible rip o his chest

Tuatio) rushed Lo the rescue and drove his knife
Into the boar's heart and dragged Captaln Myleslog
into the open  He was unconscious and In a pretty
bad state from loss of blood and from shock i hen tbe
Maorf brought bim into the pa, tied In the saddle, but
shilful natlve surgery kept lfe in his body il b2
could be taken aboard a schooner In W pangaroa Bay.
He recovered ultimately, but he w Il never hunt agalo
He has a limp and a lame shoulder,

He Is but one of the many who have felt the tusks
of the Captaln Cooks, aud serlous injuries and fa
talltles are not unusual; In fact, It has often beed
Stated that the percentage of loss of life is bigher thad
In lHon buntiug, aond 2ome of the very best sjmr(uu:eﬂ,
who have ever come to New Zealand have rmnked the
rougotute close to the Malay seladang and the Afriean

butlalo, admittedly the most dangerous beasts to bukt
In all the world




